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Our Purpose is, by God’s Grace, to reflect His 
character in our community, to demonstrate a 
quality of life that will attract all to be reconciled 
to Jesus Christ, and to encourage people to 
become His loving, maturing disciples. 

- - - ~ - - -
The Meaning of the Grace Notes Masthead? 
“Arden”— the Arden Seventh-day Adventist 
Church is located in Arden, North Carolina. 
“Adventist”—we believe in the Second Advent 
of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, and look 
for His soon return.
“Grace”— we live daily by the Grace of God, 
and are led by the Holy Spirit.
“Notes”— keeping members, former members, 
and our friends informed about activities of the 
Arden Seventh-day Adventist church. 
“Blue Slash” represents a commitment, not 
only to our surrounding community, but our 
God-given commission to take the gospel to the 
world through personal participation in local 
worldwide mission programs.

- - - ~ - - -
Grace Notes Staff:
  Gailon Morisette . . . . . . . . . . . .    Editor 
  Ann Marie Bates . . . . . . . . . . . Reporter
  Pen Braister-Sturgis . . . . . Roving Reporter    
  Jean Davey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Reporter
  Max Hammonds . . . . . . . . . . . . . Reporter  
  Connie Hayward . . . . . . . . . . . . . Reporter
Your comments, suggestions and praises are 
always welcome. Please contact church office.

- - - ~ - - -
Services Each Saturday Morning:
  First Service, 8:15 a.m. 
  Sabbath School Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.  
  Second Service, 10:45 a.m. 

- - - ~ - - -
Location: 35 Airport Road, Arden, North 
Carolina 28704. Located on Highway 280, 
(Airport Road), 1.5 miles east of I-26 exit 40, 
and half mile west of Highway 25. 

- - - ~ - - -
Church Office: 
  Office Manager: Finley Wetmore 
  Office Secretary: Letitia Kirwan 
  Telephone: (828) 684-6700 
  Email: office@ardenadventist.org 
  Website: www.ardenadventist.org 
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 
9:00 to 5:00, Friday 9:00 to 12:00.  

  - - - ~ - - -
Arden Adventist Pastoral Staff:
Senior Pastor: Pastor Eric Bates, D. Min.
  Email: ebates@carolinasda.org   
Associate & Youth Pastor: Pastor Jeff Wait   
  Email: pastorjeffwait@yahoo.com 

- - - ~ - - -
Have questions about what Adventists believe? 
Would you like to become a member of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church? Would you just like to study 
the Bible? You are invited to attend a Pastor’s Bible 
Study Class. Please call for location and time.  All 
are welcome. 

- - - ~ - - -
Cover photo provided by Pixabay.

2

Beautiful Feet
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I never paid much attention to my 
father’s feet. They were small and 
narrow, much like his build. 

I never thought about his feet at all until I 
heard the story of his very first job. He was 
five years old and his first paying 
job was working as a bone pick-
er. He had been kidnapped by his 
non-custodial parent, my grandfa-
ther and had been put to work to 
help support the family. 

Dad’s job was to walk into the 
pigsty and pick the bones out of 
the muck that the pigs had left be-
hind. It was a very unpleasant job 
that was made worse by the fact 
that dad had no shoes. 

It was the Depression and very 
common in Mobile, Alabama, for 
kids to not own shoes. But, my 
dad dreamed of owning a pair.

Each payday, dad was given a nickel. 
He would give his step-mother two cents 
for “milk for the baby,” one cent to his 
big sister who would buy candy, and dad 
would save the last two pennies for a pair 
of shoes. 

When he finally had saved enough, he 
bought his first pair of shoes, an oversized 
pair (to ensure he wouldn’t outgrow them 
too soon) and he stuffed them with news-
paper.

When my grandmother and her new 
husband finally found my dad, he was ten 
years old. His feet were raw and bleeding 
and covered in blisters from those shoes 
that were now too small for his growing 
feet. 

My grandmother took dad downtown to 
a department store to buy him a new pair 

of shoes (see picture) and then she, my dad 
and his stepfather left Mobile together as a 
family for Birmingham. 

Those feet of dad’s became the most 
beautiful feet I’ve ever seen. When I 

looked  at his feet, I saw his de-
termination, maturity beyond his 
years, character in adversity, and 
wisdom. Those feet had done 
something of significance and 
they were beautiful to me.

Isaiah saw beauty in feet too 
when he wrote, “How lovely on 
the mountains are the feet of him 
who brings good news, Who an-
nounces peace And brings good 
news of happiness, Who an-
nounces salvation, And says to 
Zion, “Your God reigns!’” (Isaiah 
52:7 NASB).

For God, feet are beautiful 
when they do something significant, when 
they bring the good news of the gospel of 
salvation to those who are lost. You don’t 
have to be a professional evangelist to have 
beautiful feet.

“The chief agents in the growth of Chris-
tianity did not make it a profession or a 
major part of an occupation, but men and 
women who in the midst of their secular 
livelihood spoke of their faith to those they 
met” (A History of the Expansion of Chris-
tianity, 1:116).

We too can have beautiful feet with-
out walking barefoot in a pigsty by doing 
something significant—bringing the good 
news of salvation and proclaiming, “Our 
God reigns!” 

editor’s Notes
Jesus wants us to be faithful to Him so He can be faithful in blessings to us. And He 

wants us to tell about it to encourage others. In Malachi 3:10 NIV, He tells us to “Bring 
the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. . . and see if I will 
not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not 
have room enough for it.” 

We all have stories we could tell, but if you have a very special story of  blessings you 
received beyond all imagination, we want to hear about it. Please send us your story 
written in 150 words or less about how God has blessed you because you were faithful 
to Him. You may tell us your name at the end (or leave it anonymous if you wish). Grace 
Notes will publish Stories of Faith as space permits. Email it to the Arden Adventist 
Church at: office@ardenadventist.org, to the attention of the Grace Notes editor.



Arden SDA Church, 35 Airport Road, Arden, NC 28704
or Email your request to: prayer@ardenadventist.org

My Prayer Request: _______________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
Name __________________________________________________________
Phone ___________________  Email __________________________________
“If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn 
from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” NIV

If you have a prayer request, come join with our Intercessory Prayer group which meets every Tuesday at 
9:00 in the morning and at 6:30 in the evening; or fill in the information below, cut out and send to: 
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FAMILY TIeS
by Ann Marie Bates

Ann Marie is a full time home 
schooling mom of four children, 
and serves alongside her husband 
in his roles as pastor and family 
ministries director. 

turning.  I had just asked her to pick 
up her toys so we could leave the 
house for an appointment, and she 
was in that moment of decision—do I 
really want to obey and pick up these 
toys, or shall I refuse/
ignore what Mommy has 
asked me to do and go on 
playing? 

I knew that her will, 
once her mind was made 
up, could be iron, and I 
wanted to help her learn 
to use her iron will for 
good. Truthfully, I mostly 
wanted to avoid the long, 
ugly battle I knew would 
ensue if she chose to 
exercise her will in the 
wrong direction. So I 
smiled and said, “Let me hear you 
say ‘Yes, Mommy.’ ” 

“Yes, Mommy!” came the swift and 
sweet reply, and she moved toward 
the pile of toys. 

All of this happened in a matter 
of seconds. The tension bubble was 
burst, and disaster had been averted!

The Power of “Yes!”

The power of “yes” is a biblical 
principle. Paul tells the Romans, “If 
you confess with your mouth that 
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, 

you will be saved.” 
(Romans 10:9) 

The wording in the 
original language 
implies that confessing 
and believing move 
you toward deliverance, 
salvation, and healing. 
We see the truth of this 
principle played out 
in the inverse when 
a two-year-old adds 
the word “NO!” to his 
vocabulary; his verbal 
response often directs 

his disobedience. 
So in a positive sense, a verbal “yes” 

is an easier first step toward obedience 
for a child, moving the child toward 
the physical follow-through and 
averting argument and negotiation.

A child of any age can be trained in 
the powerful habit of an affirmative 

verbal response. It will take repeated 
and consistent effort and a pleasant 
countenance and tone of voice on 
your part. If your child has developed 
the habit of arguing, retraining her 
in the power of “yes” will be more 
challenging but still possible. 

With a school-age child, it may help 
to talk about this principle before 
you employ it. You can let her know 
that you have made the mistake of 
allowing her to argue and would 
like to help her develop good habits 
of obedience. You can enlist her 

cooperation by explaining that  when 
she responds with, “yes, Mom” or 
“yes, Daddy” it helps her heart want 
to obey and makes it easier for her to 
follow through with action. 

Pray together and ask our patient 
Father in Heaven for His help in your 
new endeavor.

When our children speak a “yes” 
or a “no,” they are strengthening the 
power of their will—the power of 
choice. Let’s help them develop a 
strong, healthy will to say no to the 
pressures of sin and yes to God!

MY  pig-tailed toddler stood across from me, motionless. 
  It was almost like a gunfighter stand-off scene on a 

Western ghost town set. I could see the wheels of her mind  

So I smiled and said,
‘‘Let me hear you say 
‘Yes, Mommy.’ ’’ 
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Flag Camp has been setting record 
numbers this year. Keep us in 
prayer. We are very excited about 

the way we see God blessing. Every day 
parents have been thanking us for what 
we do for their children. They are happy 
to see them learning the Bible and spiritu-
ally uplifting songs. 

When the kids learn their memory verse 
they are rewarded with snow cones on 
Wednesday afternoons. They all knew 
it this past week. We 
didn’t have one this 
week because we 
missed Monday for the 
4th of July holiday and 
then our song writer 
was gone on Tues-
day. The kids noticed 
immediately and asked 
for it! We gave them 
one after  all.

Our goal this year 
is to help the children 
develop a walk with 
Jesus in a deeper and more meaningful 
way. One of the ways we are doing this 
is to include them in the Bible studies the 

staff are en-
joying each 
Wednesday. 

Each 
one of our 
staff leads 
a group of 
kids through 
a chapter 
of Mark on 

Wednesday 
mornings, and then they get to share their 
experiences with the group that evening 
when we do our study after Flag camp. 
We have had some very interesting 
stories. 

Last week when we were doing the 
story of Jairus from Mark 5 we noted that 
a whole crowd of people had come out to 
see Jesus. But instead of staying with all 
of those people Jesus went with Jairus to 
heal his daughter. 

Was Jairus’ more important than all of 
the others? Was it because he was a leader 
in the church? I asked all of the kids in 
my small group of about 5 kids what their 

fathers did. One 
kid didn’t know 
her father because 
he was always in 
hospital until he 
died. 

Another kid 
thought his father 
wasn’t important 
because he was 
just a salesman. 
But we were able 

to share with them that it wasn’t that one 
was more important. Jesus stopped to take 
care of a woman on the way and Jairus’ 
daughter died. But Jesus raised her back 
to life anyway. Every one of them was as 
important as anyone else. Jesus will take 
care of you no matter what your job is.

We brought in some literature evange-
lists this week and are really praying that 
many will buy these books and will use 
them on a daily basis. One of the families 
that bought the big set of books shared 
that they 
are thrilled 
because this is 
just what they 
needed to get 
the whole fam-
ily together. 

So many of 
the families do 
not have time 
for church or 

God. One of 
the girls did 
not even know 
who Jesus 
is. We are 
helping them 
to learn to 
read the Bible 
themselves.

Our biggest 
day of camp attendance so far this year 
was 93. That is more than we have ever 
had outside of Vacation Bible School 
since we have been tracking attendance. 
To be sure that we stay humble the next 
day was our lowest of the year with only 
62 in attendance. 

Many are starting to return who had 
tried other camps and missed Flag camp. 

I asked one girl who is returning why she 
didn’t like her other camp and she said it 

was because of the 
counselors there. 

I am so pleased 
with all of our 
staff. They love the 
children. They play 
with them. They 
pray with them. 
No one yells or 
screams at the kids. 
These teenagers 

are some of the best 
in the world!

We always plan fun 
activities. The kids 
get to choose where 
they go to camp. We 
know we need to 
have something to 
offer them so they 
want to make us their 
first choice. 

We take them bowling and swimming, 
to gymnastics, to putt putt and batting 
cages, and to special weekly field trips. 
Some of these trips can be quite interest-
ing. 

When we went on a 
six-mile bike ride we 
found out one of the 
kids had only ridden 
a bike once or twice 

before. He might have been at the back on 
the first half of the trip, but he was right in 
the middle on the second half. 

One girl said her daddy had put her bike 
together backward. I told her to stop the 

by Pastor Jeff Wait

Arden Adventist 

YOuTh FOCuS
That our sons may be as plants grown up in their youth; that our daughters 
may  be as corner stones, polished after the similitude of a palace. Ps. 144:12

Camp Setting Records

SNOW CONE 
SPECIAL

WALKING 
ON WATER

BIBLE STUDY GROUP

HOPE THIS SNAKE’S NOT HUNGRY

THERAPY DOG

CAMP COUNSEL

FUN AT THE
POOL

HAHN’S
GYMNASTICS

CAN’T MAKE 
THIS PUTT!
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Max Hammonds is a retired 
anesthesiologist, writer, health 
lecturer, musician, and sailor, 
and writes from his home in 
Hendersonville, North Carolina.
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LIFeSTYLe FOCuS
Disease is an effort of nature to free the system from conditions that result from violation of the laws of 
health. In case of sickness, the cause should be ascertained. Unhealthful conditions should be changed, 
wrong habits corrected. Then nature is to be assisted in her effort to expel impurities and reestablish right 
conditions in the system. —The Ministry of Healing, page 73.

by Max Hammonds, MD, MPH, MHA

A  recent study revealed that people with type two diabetes   
for longer than ten years have the same risk for having a 

heart attack as those who have had a heart attack in the past. 
Just like people with type one dia-

betes, the type two diabetics also have 
two to four times the risk of heart 
failure and stroke. They have 20 times 
the risk of lower limb amputations 
(poor circulation); they have a mark-
edly increased risk of blindness and 
kidney failure; and additionally, have 
an increased frequency of infections 
and an increased risk of dementia. 

As a result, type two diabetes is 
associated with a ten-year shorter 
life expectancy. This recent study is 
just one more reminder that type two 
diabetes creates an increased risk for 
multiple diseases, a risk that is so 
unnecessary.

Multiple lifestyle factors are primar-
ily responsible for the development of 
type two diabetes. Excess sugar and 
fat in the diet, especially saturated and 
trans-fats, and the lack of fiber in the 
diet are the primary dietary contrib-

utors. A lack of exercise, a sedentary 
lifestyle, smoking, a stressful, driven 
work ethic and chronic lack of sleep 

also contribute to the increased risk 
for developing type two diabetes. 
Even eating an excessive amount of 
white rice is a risk.

But the major cause of type two 
diabetes in 60-80% of European or 

African descent is excess body fat— 
being obese. 

Beginning in 1985 a cooperative 
study has been tracking the rates of 
obesity in each of the states of the 
United States.  

• In 1990, among states participating 
at the time, ten states had a prevalence 
of obesity less than 10% and no state 
had a prevalence equal to or greater 
than 15%. 

• By 2000, no state had a prevalence 
of obesity less than 10%, twenty-three 
states had a prevalence between 20% 
to 24%, and no state had a prevalence 
equal to or greater than 25%

• In 2010, no state had a prevalence 
of obesity less than 20%. Thirty-six 
states had a prevalence of obesity 
equal to or greater than 25%; twelve  
of these states had a prevalence of 
obesity equal to or greater than 30%.

Since 1960 the rate of development 
of type two diabetes has increased 
markedly in parallel with the rate of 
obesity. As of 2013 there were approx-
imately 368 million people diagnosed 
with type two diabetes as compared to 
around 30 million in 1985. 

Certain Native Americans of the 
American southwest share with 
certain Indians of northern Mexico an 
identical, markedly increased genetic 
risk of developing type two diabetes. 
But only 10% of the Mexican Indians 
develop diabetes, whereas 90% of 
the U.S. Native Americans develop 
diabetes. 

The difference? A lifestyle of a 
plant-based diet, without added sugar 
and fat, and an active, non-stressed 
lifestyle, resulting in a normal body 
weight. 

In the Untied States we are facing an 
epidemic of type two diabetes with all 
of the subsequent diseases, deaths and 
exorbitant expenses. 

Avoid being part of the epidemic. 
All  those disease risks are 

So UnneceSSary. 

So Unnecessary. . . 

SLIDING ROCK
BENT OVER

BACKWARDS

bike. Then we turned her handle bars around 
so that the tire was facing forward. We ended 
up having to turn handlebars around for 5 of 
the 24 kids we brought. Not something they 
have to think about on a video game. Lol. 

We expect huge blessings 
the rest of the summer, and 
with a lot of prayer, bless-
ings beyond for these young 
people!

HANGING OUT TOGETHER
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In   1957 Alice and I purchased a little GI House and moved 
tto Arden. A church friend, Charlotte Williams, was caring 

for an elderly lady, Mrs. Hemphill, on Sunday afternoon.

Arden Adventist 
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Since Charlotte was moving further 
away and we lived close, she thought 
Alice would like the job. Alice agreed. 

On the first visit Alice met Constance 
Shuford, the daughter of Mrs. Hemphill. 
Immediately a true friendship began 
even though Constance was old enough 
to be her mother. They both loved the 
mountains and over the years hiked all 
over these hills.

On one of these hikes Constance 
fell and broke her wrist. She took off 
her belt and made a sling and finished 
the hike. After the hike Alice took 
Constance to Mountain San to get her 
wrist set.

The members of the little Arden 
Church had been looking everywhere 
for a place to build their church. Alice 
and Dr. Sanborn were discussing this 
as he was setting her wrist. Constance 
spoke up and said “We have a little 
piece of land on Airport Road you 
might be interested in.” Boy were we.

After checking it out the building 
committee thought it would be ideal. 
But there was one problem. We did not 
think we needed, or could afford, that 
much land. It covered what is now our 
original portion plus the property east 

of us where the apartments are now.
The property was owned by Con-

stance Shuford and several heirs of the 
Beale estate.

Dr. Sanborn, Dr. Krum (and I believe 
Harry Branson) agreed to form a part-
nership to purchase the portion east of 
our current property.

Some of the Beale heirs did not want 
to sell but agreed to exchange their 
share for other property owned by all.

Over the years I became the accoun-
tant for Dr. and Mrs. Shuford. They 
asked  me if Mrs. Shuford  should be 
one of the ones who were willing to 
exchange property with those who did 
not wish to sell. 

I agonized over this question. If I said 
no the church might not get this prime 
property. Being honest, I told Mrs. 
Shuford ‘no’ for two reasons. 

(1) Partnerships have a hard time 
making it under the best of circum-
stances, and quickly-formed partner-
ships have hardly any chance of suc-
ceeding. 

(2) Lyle Flesher would not join the 
partnership.

The rest of the sellers were working 
out the exchange of the property.

Sadly some of the Church Board 
members kept calling asking when 
the owners would be ready to sell. 
They did not know how complex the 
exchange would be. Lyle and I tried to 
get them to be patient, but to no avail.

Finally Mrs. Holland (one of the 
heirs) called, and everything was ready.

Then the Partnership backed out. 
All partners acted in good faith, but it 
didn’t work.

No one on the board wanted to tell 
the Sellers that the Partnership backed 
out and we could not afford the whole 
property. 

After much discussion I told the 
board that Lyle and I would go and tell 
them and try to get just the portion the 
church needed. We had one stipulation, 
No one was to try to talk to them at all,  
only Lyle and me. The Board agreed.

I called Mrs. Holland and set up a 
meeting with all of them. At the meet-
ing I told them the Partnership backed 
out and the church could not afford the 
whole tract.

They were really upset as you can 
imagine, with all the calls they had 
received urging them to hurry.

They moved to another room to dis-
cuss the whole thing. Finally they came 
out and Mrs. Holland said, “Since you 
have been honest with Mrs. Shuford 
and told her not to exchange properties 
we will sell you the portion you need.”  

They had one provision and two 
questions. The provision was that they 
would deal only with Lyle and me. 

The questions were: (1) If a new sur-
vey was necessary who would pay, and  
(2) what if the church backed out after 
all. I said the church would pay for the 
survey (knowing I might have to pay).

Lyle said he would buy the land if the 
church backed out, and he would give 
them any assurance they needed.

I asked if there was an attorney they 
would suggest to draw up the contract. 
They said no they wanted me to draw 
the contract. So I did, and after a few 
bumps we had our land.

- - - ~ - - - 

by C. D. Huskins, Charter Member

Broken Wrist Leads to Land 
for Arden Church Building

[This is the second part of a continuing story 
of the history of the Arden Seventh-day 
Adventist Church.]

C. D. Huskins is retired from 
his company, C. D. Huskins, 
Business Consultant, and writes 
from his home in Arden, NC

Arden Members & Families In Need of Prayer
David Love     Dottie Keppler     Ellen Ingulfsen

Virginia Burton     Kirsten Strang     Gladys Brown     Susan Ye
Doyle Trantham     Rosie Lewis     Arron & Cheryl (Rubin) Foulkrod
Debbie Strum     Cheryl Betchley     Adam Foulkrod     Ben Keppler     

Bill Onuska     JJ Rubin     Anita Fuqua     Emily Hodges
Cathy Harrington     Jeremy Meyers & Family     Reshae Vickery

David Love’s Family     Michelle Dutcher     Devin Rubin     
Shelia Craig     Carol Taylor     Jace & Reyna Manirat
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Jean Davey is retired from the University of 
South Carolina, where she worked as a computer 
programmer in the Payroll, Budget and Human 
Resources Departments. Jean writes from her home in 
Hendersonville, North Carolina

Our family focus for this month 
features Kelly and Jonatan Pineda 
and their twin daughters, Madison 

and Hallie. Kelly and Jonatan joined the 
Arden Seventh-day Adventist church 
on June 18 and their daughters were 
dedicated the same day.

Kelly was born and raised in New 
Orleans, Louisiana. She was raised in the 
Catholic faith but she also remembers 
visiting a Baptist church while visiting  
her grandmother and other churches with 
other family members.

Kelly graduated from high school and 
then attended Bryman College in New 
Orleans where she received a Medical Assistant degree. She 
then attended South Piedmont Community College in North 
Carolina, where she received a degree as a Life Enrichment 
Coordinator. She has two brothers.

Jonatan was born and raised in Honduras in a Seventh-
day Adventist family. His father is a Seventh-day Adventist 
pastor. He lived in Honduras until 1991 when they moved 
to New Orleans. Jonatan attended public schools and then 
graduated from the Honduras Technical College. He has one 
brother and two sisters.

Kelly and Jonatan met when a mutual friend had invited 
them all to lunch. They dated for one year and then married 
in 2010. They have two precious twin daughters who are 
four years of age and will be attending the Summit Charter 
School in Cashiers, North Carolina, in August. Kelly also 
has a 21 year old son and a daughter age 18, who both live in 
New Orleans. Jonatan has two daughters, ages 9 and 21, who 
also live in New Orleans.  

The Pinedas moved to the Western North Carolina area 
earlier this year so they are still settling in. Kelly hopes to 
find a position in nursing soon, but until then she is doing 
housekeeping jobs. While she was living in New Orleans, 
she worked at West Jefferson Hospital. Jonatan has always 
worked in the construction business. He is currently working 
on his own,  but also does work for a Property Management 
company.

They both agreed that they did not want to bring up their 
daughters in a large city like New Orleans. Both of their 
girls are very smart and they wanted them to have the best 
opportunities. They prayed about where to move and God 
led them to the Western North Carolina area. Kelly had lived 
in this area temporarily when she was displaced from her 
home during Hurricane Katrina so she knew the area. 

When house hunting, they were becoming a bit frustrated 
because they couldn’t find what they were looking for, but 
some land became available in Glenville, North Carolina, 
and they both felt that is where God was leading them. They 
moved to the area six months ago and hope to start building 

soon. They are living in their RV camper until they can get 
their new home built.

The Pinedas enjoy traveling and have been to Chicago 
and Baltimore to see family and have also visited New 
York and Texas. Their hobbies include family time and 
enjoy outdoor activities with Madison and Hallie. They are 

enjoying exploring the new area in which 
they live.

They were going to visit another church 
closer to where they live, but felt God 
calling them to Arden. After hearing 
Pastor Eric preach and meeting such 
friendly people, they knew they were in 
their new church home. They attended 
Matt Hockman’s Sabbath School class 
until they started bible studies with Pastor 
Eric, which they enjoyed and learned a 
great deal. Now that they have finished 
the bible studies, they will start attending 
Matt’s class again.  

We are so happy to have the Pinedas as 
part of our church family!

by Jean Davey

Arden Adventist 

FAMILY FOCuS

Ida BakerCelebrates 100th Birthday
Mrs. Ida Briggs Baker was honored for her 100th birthday on 

July 10th. Her birthday celebration was held in the Community Life 
Center at the Arden Seventh-day Adventist Church. Ida was escorted 
by her daughter Mary Kelly and 
grandson Rick, and a round of applause 
was given to her as she entered!  

Many members of Ida’s family had 
traveled many miles to be with her on 
her special day, and many members of 
her Arden church family attended.  

Ida’s goddaughter, Janice Sumler-
Edmond, read a “this is your life” 
tribute to her while a beautiful slide 
show of Ida’s life of memories was 
shown. Carrie Chavez also presented 
part of her tribute, and they both asked 
Ida to share in some of her memories. She was then presented with 
some gifts. Her goddaughter presented her with a framed plaque 
commemorating her 100 years that was signed by President and Mrs. 
Barack Obama. She was also given some gifts from her Arden church 
family.

Ida was presented with her birthday cake and she blessed us all 
with a prayer of thanksgiving. Many pictures were taken including 
a selfie of her and everyone attending! Other gifts and cards, a guest 
book, and a few of Ida’s beautiful clothes that she designed and made 
herself were on display. Ida was a seamstress for much of her career 
and is known for her beautiful dresses, hats and scarves.

Watch for an upcoming Family Focus article where you can find 
out more about Mrs. Ida Baker’s life. She is a very special and 
inspirational woman and those who know her have been touched by 
her sweet spirit and loving heart. Happy Birthday Miss Ida!
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