
Greetings from Dominican Republic 

We arrived in the Dominican Republic on Dec 26
th
 after getting up early and taking a bus that left NC at 3 am to drive to 

Atlanta Airport.  It was 24 degrees when we left home.  We arrived at the airport in one piece and got on our plane to fly 

to Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic.  The plane was one hour late leaving but arrived without incident also an hour 

late.  There are 41 of us here.  We are on a Maranatha mission trip to build a church in La Caleta which his only about 2 

miles from the international airport.  We have a team that also is doing dental clinics for the population.  There are 4 

dental students from Loma Linda University working with Dr. Stuart Yoon a dentist from our church.  They are 

examining folks and pulling a number of teeth. 

 
Dental Team 

 
Dental Insturments 

 
Notice head rest 

We have a number of children and teens that are helping us and some of them will be helping with VBS meetings starting 

Sunday afternoon for the next 5 days. 

 
On arrival - frame is up but no blocks laid 

 
Ready to go to work site 

 
Natalie playing in the “mud” 

 
Hard working “team” 

 
A break in the shade 

 
Pastor Jeff hard at work 



 
Kendall ready for work in style!! 

 
Banner advertising evening meetings 

We are staying at a Christian camp about a 5 minute walk from our projects.  It is safe to say that it is more primitive 

lodging than we usually stay at on mission trips. Everyone has a bed with a little mattress. Most of the beds are bunk beds.  

We have between 2 and 6 people staying in each room. Some of the ladies from the local church are cooking our meals.  

They are using it as a project to raise more money for the church. The lady in charge started a restaurant in Santa 

Domingo a few years ago and finally sold it.  The food is not exactly what we would have at home but there is plenty of it 

aliand I have heard no complaints.  They make a lot of things from scratch including whole wheat bread and hamburger 

buns.  We have a lot of rice and something different with it. 

 
Cooks 

 
“Meatballs” made with carrots 

Today was the first day of building and dental clinics.  It is always a little chaotic the first day but we got as much done as we had 

planned to. 

Friday evening we started meetings in two sites with health lectures and religious lectures.  Max Hammonds was planning on 

preaching at one of the sites and had to cancel about a week before we were to leave and Health Betchley agreed to step in a fill his 

spot. 

Some of us had to walk to the store and get money changed and get the local cell phones we are using charged. Each team has a cell 

phone. 

When we got here it was 86 degrees and about the same humidity.  It is a challenge to drink water as fast as we loose it sweating. 

I’ll try and keep reports coming on a regular basis so you can see how things are progressing. 


