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Sabbath we went to church in the tent on the sports court near the church where the meetings are being held. Pastor Jeff 

preached and it went well. After lunch we went to the Botanical Gardens which are in Santo Domingo.  It was extremely 

large and we took a trolley ride around it and stopped and walked through the Japanese Gardens. Then went to the 

museum there. Everyone seemed to have fun.  Some of us saw a group of parrots in the trees. 
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We got back to camp in time for supper and then some of us had to go to the meetings.  We had 45 visitors at our main 

site the first night and the percent of visitors has remained high. Sunday night the pastor who is translating for Jeff and I 

showed up just before we were going to the meetings and he was dressed up and was supposed to do a wedding and they 

were over an hour late so would not be there to translate. Called someone to translate my talk and I went over it with the 

person and just before going on stage a young lady who is a medical student came and said the pastor called her and 

wanted her to translate.  With no rehearsing she translated for both Jeff and I.  It went pretty well considering. We are 

learning that there are some things we don’t have control over. 
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The dental clinics have continued to be popular.  They did one site for 3 days and then are doing different sites each of the 

last two days.  They have been surprised to find a fair number of folks with high blood pressures.  A local dentist joined 

them the last couple of days and had a portable dental chair that helped.  Stuart even had me pull 3 teeth yesterday. They 

have seen over 300 patients so far. 
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The VBS has gone well. They have had up to 65 kids.  Attendance was down around the new year celebrations. Mary 

Beth is leading out in that with help from a couple of adults and some of our kids. The first day they told them they were 

going to do a craft and you could see the kids eyes get big. They were really excited because they don’t get to do things 

like that often.  The kids that came with us are all getting along very well and are all doing the jobs they came to do.  I get 

nervous bringing kids on trips but they are doing great!! 
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Our lodging facilities have worked out well.  It has it challenges like some of the bathrooms flooding and toilets not 

working and randomly not having water and barking dogs. But folks are doing quite well.  There has been plenty of food 

and have heard no complaints. We are experiencing eating differently than any of us do at home. 
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New Year’s eve is a big deal here. We cancelled our meetings that evening and stopped work at the site early.  We went to 

a local church about a 15 minute walk from here at 5 pm (the program had actually started at 3 pm) and had a baptism and 

communion with the local churches. Someone had led the way to the church and back (which) was after dark.  I heard him 

telling the pastor the next day that he was Moses and we were the children of Israel following him. A couple of churches 

were meeting together and there were over 200 there. Most of the churches here have less than 100 members. Because 

folks have to walk (very few cars) if a church gets larger they will start another one. After we got back from the church 

they had the special New Years Eve feast for us with lasagna and the first time we had a desert. After supper some folks 

had organized games and we had our own party.  Not many stayed up til midnight. Everyone is getting tired.  A lot us 

woke up at midnight to hear the fireworks but they only lasted a few minutes.  
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Of course the main reason we are here is to build a church. It is going very well.  It has been fun watching the progress 

each day.  Now the main church is done and putting the roof on.  The local church had planned to add and “addition” to 

the back of the building for children’s SS rooms and bathrooms.  We were only committed to do the main church but said 

we would do as much on the addition as we could if they provided the block. When we got here they had not been able to 

raise the money so were not able to get the block.  Grant and Yolanda Goodge formerly of our church are on the trip and 

their church in Knoxville had sent money with them and they arranged to get the block so we are actually beginning to put 

up the outside walls. We will most likely get the walls up to window height before we are done. 
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Some of the local folks including the church members come by the site and say they have never seen men and women and 

kids all working together.  They say we can learn from you folks. 

 

Only a couple of more days and on Friday we are taking a day for recreation. 

Thanks for your prayers. Keep them up! 

DeWayne 


