
Arden Adventist 

Sharing God’s Love In Our Community

GrACe N   TeS

A Magazine for Members and Friends of Arden Seventh-day Adventist Church

“I’m so t i red,  but  it  sure  was  fun!”
Arden Adventi st  F lag  Camp 

Special  Edition
CampCamp



Page 2  |  www.ArdenAdventist.org

Our Purpose is, by God’s Grace, 
to reflect His character in our com-
munity, to demonstrate a quality of 
life that will attract all to be recon-
ciled to Jesus Christ, and to encour-
age people to become His loving, 
maturing disciples. 

- - - ~ - - -
Grace Notes Staff:
  Gailon Morisette  Editor & Graphic Design 
  Ann Marie Bates . . . . . . . . . . . Columnist    
  Jean Davey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Reporter
  Max Hammonds . . . . . . . . . . . . . Columnist 
  Connie Hayward . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Reporter
  Jeremy Pettit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Columnist
Your comments, suggestions and praises are 
always welcome. Please contact church office.

- - - ~ - - -
Services Each Saturday Morning:
  First Service, 8:15 a.m. 
  Sabbath School Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.  
  Second Service, 10:45 a.m. 

- - - ~ - - -
Location: 35 Airport Road, Arden, North 
Carolina 28704. Located on Highway 280, 
(Airport Road), 1.5 miles east of I-26 exit 40, 
and half mile west of Highway 25. 

- - - ~ - - -
Church Office: 
  Office Manager: Finley Wetmore 
  Office Secretary: Letitia Kirwan 
  Telephone: (828) 684-6700 
  Email: office@ardenadventist.org 
  Website: www.ardenadventist.org 
  Office Hours: 
  Monday through Thursday 9:00 to 3:00  

  - - - ~ - - -
Arden Adventist Pastoral Staff:
Senior Pastor: Pastor Eric Bates, D. Min.
  Email: ebates@carolinasda.org   
Associate & Youth Pastor: Pastor Jeff Wait   
  Email: pastorjeffwait@yahoo.com 

- - - ~ - - -
Grace Notes is published monthly by the Arden 
Seventh-day Adventist Church. Subscription is 
free by calling or emailing the office. 

On the cover: Our photo of the week—
a FLAG Camper on the bus to a day of fun.

Have questions about what Adventists believe? 
Would you like to become a member of the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church? Would you just 
like to study the Bible? You are invited to attend a 
Pastor’s Bible Study Class. Please call for location 
and time.  All are welcome. 

- - - ~ - - -
Disclaimer—The contents of Grace Notes, such as 
text, graphics, images, and other material contained 
in this magazine of the Arden Seventh-day Adventist 
Church are for informational purposes only. It is not 
intended to be a substitute for professional medical         
advice, diagnosis, or treatment. Always seek the 
advice of a qualified healthcare provider, who is 
knowledgeable and experienced in the use of specific 
medical Lifestyle Medicine interventions, about 
questions you may have regarding a medical condition. 
Never disregard professional medical advice, or delay 
in seeking it, because of information published in 
this magazine. Neither Grace Notes nor the Arden 
Seventh-day Adventist Church recommend or endorse 
any specific tests, products, procedures, opinions, or 
other information that may be mentioned in published 
articles. Reliance on any information provided is 
solely at your own risk. If you think you may have a 
medical emergency, call your healthcare provider or 
911 immediately.

Children hold a special place in God’s Heart. That is why He calls them His 
gift to us and that’s why children are mentioned in Scripture some 435 

times. Whether they are bringing us pride and joy or teaching us to have greater 
patience and to be more forgiving, children are truly a gift from God. Because 
children are important to God, they’re important to us.

Raising children in today’s world is a daunting task. Our schedules are insane 
and the number of things vying for our kid’s attention is growing explosively. 
Our hearts are tied up in making sure that our children have what they need to 

be healthy physically, emotionally and spiritually.
Finding summer childcare that is affordable, that is invested 

in our kids, and  where our children are respected and loved, 
is challenging. But, it is love for children—God’s love for 
them as well as ours—that started FLAG Camp fourteen 
years ago, and it is love for children that drives FLAG Camp 
today. It is love that drives our staff to don their Camp t-shirts 
early mornings for eight weeks every summer. It is love that 

drives our staff to lead your children in singing and group activities each day to 
teach invaluable lifelong lessons. 

One of my favorite texts in Scripture is Matthew 18:10. Jesus was preaching 
on caring for the young (young in faith and young in age), and He said, “…for 
I tell you that in heaven their angels are always in the presence of my heavenly 
Father.” (New Living Translation). Your children are so important and so loved 
that their angels are always standing in the presence of God sharing their needs 
with Him. Wow! What love!

Thank you all for allowing FLAG Camp to be a blessing to your family this 
year. And we are blessed to know your children and to get to know you. Your 
children truly are a gift from God. 

Have a great school year and we will see you next summer!

Arden Adventist 

From the Pastor’s Pen
GrACe N   TeS

Pastor Eric Bates, D. Min. 

Special FLAG Camp Edition — How It All Began by Mary Beth Hagan
See Page 3
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A Story &FAith   oF PrAyer
by Mary Beth Hagan

How FLAG Camp Began Fourteen Years Ago

If you would like to know more about the continuing 
activities of FLAG Camp and the Community Activities 
and Programs of the Arden Adventist church, you 
are invited to subscribe to Grace Notes, the parent 
publication of this special FLAG Camp Edition.

Please use the enclosed reply card, or see Page 6. 
It’s FREE to all members and to our Community Friends. 

Flag Camp started at the Arden Adventist Church the 
summer of 2004. It initially was a camp run by Pastor 

Buz Menhardt and a traveling team of staff that went from 
church to church in the southeast United States, for a week 
of Flag Camp for youth. There were about twenty kids in 
attendance and about 75% of them 
were children from the Arden church. 
Everyone who attended Flag Camp 
loved it. 

That gave Pastor Ron Stier, our own 
youth pastor, a great idea. Why not 
have Flag Camp for a whole summer? 
The church loved the idea and voted to 
do Flag Camp with a permanent team of staff in the summer 
of 2005. The first summer of full-time Flag Camp was 
started with a dedicated staff of about eight young people. 
The attendance was small, with an average of about ten 
campers, but everyone was excited about the possibilities. 
At the end of the summer, Pastor Ron had to tell the church 
board that Flag Camp had lost $14,000. But, as with all 
new businesses, there was a learning curve and Pastor Ron 
presented his vision for the changes that could be made to 
make the camp more viable. 

With the thought that Arden really wanted to reach out into 
the community to help as many families as possible with 
good, affordable Christian childcare, the board ventured out 
in faith and voted to continue Flag Camp for another year. 
That is the year I began working as the Curriculum Coordi-
nator, and Walt Hutton began as Marketing Director. 

The Lord blessed that year and the average attendance rose 
to about forty, with 75% of the children attending from the 
community. The next year the attendance rose even more 
with an average of fifty campers, some days even higher. 
Arden Church could now see that we needed a bigger facil-
ity to accommodate the growing number of FLAG campers. 
As the attendance numbers rose, we were starting to turn 
campers away because of lack of space. 

Walt Hutton and DeWayne Butcher went to the local 
Carolina Conference of the Seventh-day Adventist Church 
to tell them about the work that was being done at FLAG 
Camp, and the conference committee was so impressed that 
they donated $4,000 out of conference evangelism funds. 
They have continued to partner with the Arden Church Flag 
Camp program each year, helping us to keep the cost to the 
families of the campers as low as possible. 

In 2007, the attendance rose even more with an average 
of fifty campers—some days even higher—and the church 
could see that they needed a bigger facility to accommo-
date the camper activities. As the numbers increased we 
had to start turning campers away because of lack of ade-
quate space. Finally, through much prayer and commitment 

by the church, a Community Life Center was built in 2009 
that could provide space for many more campers. This has 
been a huge blessing to the growth of the program, and 
now FLAG Camp attendance averages nearly seventy-five 
campers each day, with over two hundred registered. 

About ninety percent of the children now 
registering are from community families, 
and Flag Camp has become well-known 
throughout the community. Most of our 
new campers are referrals from happy camp 
families spreading the word. 

When Flag Camp was started, the vision 
was not only to be a safe and fun place for 

children from the community during the off-school days of 
summer , but a place where our youth could be mentored as 
leaders, working as staff for the camp. The staff has grown 
from the original eight, to twenty this summer. We also have 
about twelve to fifteen volunteers that help out with Flag 
Camp throughout the summer. Many of the volunteers were 
campers themselves at one time and they loved it so much 
that they wanted to come and help us minister to the kids. 

The high school and college students that work full time 
at FLAG Camp receive financial help to pay for their school 
tuition at Christian high schools or colleges. They also learn 
about patience and love—and most of all—showing kids 
about Jesus in a fun and practical way. We have had over 
sixty young people as staff members at FLAG Camp over 
the years, many of them returning for six or seven years to 
mentor the children—two staff members who are retiring 
this year have worked for nine years! 

Many former staff members have gone on to be student 
missionaries or teachers themselves. Each young person’s 
impact has helped to make FLAG Camp the success in the 
community it is today. 

FLAG Camp’s original goal was to serve the need for 
Christian summer daycare in the community, and to men-
tor our own youth into leadership positions for God. We 
are so thankful for the ways God has led in accomplishing 
these goals through the last fourteen years of Flag Camp 
at the Arden Adventist church. We are looking forward to 
how God will use FLAG Camp in the future to teach young 
people about Jesus and His love for them. *
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Flag Camp. Fun Learning About God.

Our goal has been to make it as much 
fun as possible for the children to 

learn and experience God. We try to be 
creative in sharing the love of Jesus with 
them. 

One week for worship we built a large  
banana split to illustrate what 1 John 3:1 

means by God lavishing His love on us. But then we 
dumped motor oil on it to show what sin does to our lives, 
and I asked the kids if there 
was any hope for this banana 
split. Immediately, a young  girl 
answered, “You could make a 
new one!” 

Excellent answer! That’s what 
God is able to do in our lives. He 
makes us new. He makes us His 
children. We did make a new 
one, but then made a small one 
for each child that afternoon to 
remind them that Jesus can take 
away all of their past and make 
them new. He has plans to give us all an awesome future 
and a hope for a new life. It has truly been Fun Learning 
About God! 

It is a special treat to see the kids take the lead in finding 
spiritual applications. At the zoo a young boy laid down on 
a bronze lion and put his arm around it. He said “Take a 

picture. This is how 
it will be in heaven. I 
can’t wait to be able 
to play with all of the 
animals and not have 
to be afraid.” Anoth-
er child said that she 
keeps hearing at this camp how much God loves us and 
that He is always there to listen to us. “We really are His 
children!”

We have about 200 children registered for FLAG camp. 
The numbers have been climbing on attendance each week. 
So far we have not come close to all 200 kids being here 
on the same day. But God knows what we can handle and 
always brings the kids to whom we can minister. 

We had a tremendous staff again this past year. Everyone 
was working together well. We are so proud of each one! 
Many parents have expressed an appreciation for them, 
how they care for their children, and show God’s love to 
them. Every Friday morning each staff person leads a small 
group Bible study on the book of John with their kids. 

We had a field trip each day. We have been bowling, 
swimming, bike riding, gymnastics, Greenville Zoo, 
horseback riding, rafting, a trip to Lake Keowee, and Fun 
Depot the last week. 

This was our fourteenth summer at FLAG Camp and we 
look forward to many more unless Jesus comes first. “Even 
so, come Lord Jesus!” *

I’m so tired, 
but it sure was fun!

“I enjoyed this lion because it 
reminded me of  heaven 
when we can play with lions.”

by Pastor Jeff Wait

Arden Adventist 

YOuTh FOCuS
That our sons may be as plants grown up in their youth; that our  daughters 
may  be as corner stones, polished after the similitude of a palace. Ps. 144:12

Grace Notes Magazine (recent issue shown at right) is a 
monthly publication of Arden Seventh-day Adventist Church, and is mailed 

free to Arden members and our Community Friends. This Special FLAG 
Camp Edition is a sample of the full Grace Notes publication.  

It includes twelve pages of photos, articles, and stories of interest, such as:
FLAG Camp summer activities; Member Community Ministries in action such 
as Bags of Love for Children In Need; Family Ties–growing children in these 
difficult times; Lifestyle Medicine–how to stay healthy naturally; Stories of 

Faith and Prayer; Conversations with God; Youth Pathfinder activities (similar 
to Scouts); Praying for the Spirit; Praying the Radical Prayer; & much more. 

Please reply with the enclosed postcard. If it is missing, cut out and mail this to:
Arden Seventh-day Adventist Church

35 Airport Road, Arden, North Carolina 28704
Or email your subscription request to: office@ardenadventist.org 

Name _________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________

City _______________________ State _____ Zip ______________

SUBSCRIBE TO GRACE NOTES — IT’S FREE

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
It’s FREE. Of course, 

your personal information 
is safe, and you may 

unsubscribe at any time.



I had just asked her to pick up her 
toys so we could leave the house for 
an appointment, and she was in that 
moment of decision—do I really 
want to obey and pick up these toys, 
or shall I refuse/ignore what Mom-
my has asked me to do and go on 
playing? 

I knew that her will, once her 
mind was made up, could be iron, 
and I wanted to help her learn to 
use her iron will for good. Truth-
fully, I mostly wanted to avoid the 
long, ugly battle I knew would en-
sue if she chose to exercise her will 
in the wrong direction. So I smiled 
and said, “Let me hear you say 
‘Yes, Mommy.’ ” 

“Yes, Mommy!” came the swift 
and sweet reply, and she moved to-
ward the pile of toys. 

All of this happened in a matter 
of seconds. The tension bubble 
was burst, and disaster had been 
averted!

The power of “yes” is a biblical 
principle. Paul tells the Romans, “If you confess with 
your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” 
(Romans 10:9) 

The wording in the original language implies that 
confessing and believing move you toward deliver-
ance, salvation, and healing. We see the truth of this 
principle played out in the inverse when a two-year-old 
adds the word “NO!” to his vocabulary; his verbal re-
sponse often directs his disobedience. 

So in a positive sense, a verbal yes is an easier first 
step toward obedience for a child, moving the child to-

ward the physical follow-through 
and averting argument and negoti-
ation.

A child of any age can be trained 
in the powerful habit of an affirma-
tive verbal response. It will take re-
peated and consistent effort and a 
pleasant countenance and tone of 
voice on your part. If your child 
has developed the habit of argu-
ing, retraining her in the power of 
“yes” will be more challenging but 
still possible. 

With a school-age child, it may 
help to talk about this principle 
before you employ it. You can let 
her know that you have made the 
mistake of allowing her to argue 
and would like to help her devel-
op good habits of obedience. You 
can enlist her cooperation by ex-
plaining that  when she responds 
with, “yes, Mom” or “yes, Daddy” 
it helps her heart want to obey and 
makes it easier for her to follow 
through with action. 

Pray together and ask our patient Father in Heaven 
for His help in your new endeavor.

When our children speak a “yes” or a “no,” they are 
strengthening the power of their will—the power of 
choice. Let’s help them develop a strong, healthy will 
to say no to the pressures of sin and yes to God! *

Arden Adventist 

FAMILY TIeS
by Ann Marie BatesThe Power of “Yes!”

pig-tailed toddler stood across from me, motionless.IIt was almost 
like a gunfighter stand-off scene on a Western ghost town set. I could 

see the wheels of her mind turning. 

Ann Marie is a fulltime home schooling 
mom of four children, and serves alongside 
her husband in his roles as pastor and family 
ministries director. 
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So I smiled and said,
‘‘Let me hear you say 

‘Yes, Mommy.’ ’’ 

MY



Dateline September 2016—There are two types of peo-
ple in the world. Those involved in Flag Camp; and 

those who would like to have been involved. I want to share 
some of the joys and excitement that we have experienced 
during the summer. This year we had our highest attendance 
ever on the final week.

On Thursday we had 108 kids. On the last day of camp we 
took them to Lake Keowee to go tubing. Nearly one hun-
dred kids came. It’s a good thing Heather called for a third 
bus on some of these outings so that no one got left out. 

On the next Sunday the Pathfinders had a lake day 
scheduled. We invited the families of some of the Flag 
Camp kids and had an awesome time together. 

We have shared how 
excited we have been 
as a staff all year. The 
children have all been 
telling us how much 
they love it as well. But 
I have received some 
feedback from the par-

ents that I want to pass on to you. It is clear that God has 
been blessing and that we have an awesome future in the 
Flag Camp ministry. 

Here are some comments we have received. Names have 
been removed.

Thanks for being so great with our son and all the other 
children. We are so glad to have found this camp. It is the 
best day camp anywhere! You all are wonderful, positive 
influences!

I have been here for one and a half years. I am so thankful 
to have found this camp so quickly!

My daughter loves the counselors. They are all very 
friendly and great at making campers feel special. Very pos-
itive experience. She had a blast and loved all the activities. 

I cannot say enough good things about Flag Camp! I tell 
everyone and have gotten a few friends to sign up.

Love telling people about camp when asked about shirt. I 
love that it is there in our community but you get to travel 
to different areas for fun activities. Please keep it going and 
will see you next year, (our 4th year).

Our child absolutely loves Flag Camp!! Thanks for all 
your hard work. The ratio to children/counselors appeared 
good to keep children safe.

We have thoroughly enjoyed sending our daughter to Flag 
Camp. She has really enjoyed it. It’s been such a blessing.

The camp has been wonderful for my daughter! Thank you 
so much for offering this to the community!

Well it’s hard to improve on near perfection. Only our 
Lord is setting that score. However, Flag Camp, Pastor Jeff, 
and all the staff are a definite runner up in our home. We 
love you all and thank you so much for all love, patience 
and kindness. God’s blessings to you all for the school year 
ahead.

It’s so great to be able to pay only for the days you need. 
For my son’s first camp experience, I’m so glad we chose 
Flag Camp. He has had so much fun. The field trips are 
wonderful! We will definitely come again. The counselors 
have all been so nice and welcoming. Thank you for taking 
good care of him this summer. Just wish you offered a cou-
ple more weeks!
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